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NONFAT DRY MILK, BUTTERMILK & WHOLE MILK 
 

Prices represent carlot/trucklot quantities for domestic and export sales packaged in 25 kg. or 50 lb. bags, or totes, spray process, dollars per pound. 

NONFAT DRY MILK - CENTRAL AND EAST 
 
CENTRAL: Low/medium heat nonfat dry milk pr ices are steady to 
higher in the range and higher through the mostly series. This week, 
spot markets saw a noticeable spurge in trades. However, most NDM 
movement continues to occur primarily on a contractual basis. New 
NDM production trades at a premium in some cases. Overall, regional 
production is steady. For some buyers, NDM interest is somewhat 
reserved due to yearend considerations. A few instances existed where 
low/medium heat NDM suppliers discounted the price of Q1/Q2 
product well below the range to clear inventory. The market undertone 
is firm. Prices for high heat nonfat dry milk are steady to higher. High 
heat NDM demand picked up as bakeries continue to prepare for 
upcoming holiday consumption.  
EAST: Pr ices for  low/medium heat nonfat dry milk increased in the 
mostly series on f.o.b. spot sales. Nonfat dry milk production is steady 
to slightly lower due to stagnant milk output in areas of the region and 
good Class I sales. Most Eastern low/medium heat NDM inventories are 
closely balanced. Demand is fair as buyers/sellers look to clear some 
existing inventory before the end of year. The high heat nonfat dry milk 
price adjusted higher at the top of the range. Some producers are 
running active production schedules to fill current orders in a timely 
fashion. Wednesday at the CME Group, Grade A NDM closed at 
$0.9975, up $0.04 from last Wednesday’s close.   
 
F.O.B. CENTRAL/EAST:  Includes EXTRA GRADE and GRADE A 
LOW/MEDIUM HEAT:    .9500 - 1.0200          MOSTLY:   .9700 - 1.0000 
HIGH HEAT:       1.0625 - 1.2000 
 
 
 

NONFAT DRY MILK - WEST 
 
Prices for western low/medium heat nonfat dry milk (NDM) are mostly 
higher, mirroring upward movements on various indices. The market 
undertone is unsteady for some buyers/end users, but firmer for many 
manufacturers. According to some industry participants, higher 
international SMP pricing is boosting domestic prices. NDM production 
is ongoing as heavy condensed skim volumes continue clearing into 
dryers. Inventories are steady to higher, but are highly committed thru 
the end of the year. In addition, some processors are holding stocks 
instead of selling, anticipating stronger prices in the short term. 
Therefore, sales activity in the spot market is light to moderate. Prices 
for high heat NDM are higher on light trading. Production is irregular, 
driven by contractual needs. Inventories continue to be tight in most 
processing facilities.   
 
F.O.B. WEST:  Includes EXTRA GRADE and GRADE A 
LOW/MEDIUM HEAT:     .9150 - 1.0500    MOSTLY:   .9800 - 1.0000 
HIGH HEAT:            .9950 - 1.1400 
 
 
 

CALIFORNIA MANUFACTURING PLANTS - NDM 
 
WEEK ENDING PRICE TOTAL SALES 
 
December 9 $.9435   4,626,757 
December 2 $.9187 12,031,380  
 
Prices are weighted averages for Extra Grade and Grade A Nonfat Dry Milk, f.o.b. 
California manufacturing plants. Prices for both periods were influenced by effects of 
long-term contract sales. Compiled by Dairy Marketing Branch, California 
Department of Food and Agriculture.  
 

DRY BUTTERMILK - CENTRAL AND EAST 
 
CENTRAL: Dry buttermilk pr ices in the Central region show lower  
numbers for f.o.b. spot market transactions this week. Typically, at this 
time of year, that is a sign of manufacturers clearing inventory. 
Comparably, there are offerings of older dry buttermilk powder clearing 
the region’s markets. Production is mostly steady to lower. 
Manufacturers anticipate escalated drying schedules with the likelihood 
of surplus cream holdings for butter makers as the week concludes and 
into next week. Dry buttermilk interest appears seasonally active. 
Supplies are moderate to light.   
EAST: Eastern dry buttermilk pr ices declined noticeably at the 
bottom of the range, a reflection of the available volumes of Q1/Q2 
buttermilk. Dry buttermilk drying rates lessened because churning rates 
were lower this week as cream supplies tightened under good Class II 
and export demand. However, butter makers expect heavier volumes of 
cream during the holidays and are preparing accordingly. At this point, 
producers’ dry buttermilk stocks are fairly balanced. Demand is steady. 
Contracts for 2017 are ongoing. 
 
F.O.B. CENTRAL/EAST:      .7800 - .9200 
 
 
 

DRY BUTTERMILK - WEST 
 
Prices for western dry buttermilk are unchanged on the range, but 
higher on the mostly series. According to some processors, higher NDM 
pricing is enhancing dry buttermilk prices. Trading in the spot market 
has been more active this week. Demand from bakers is fair to good. 
However, some manufacturers are expecting a decrease in buyers' 
interest in the short term as the end of the baking season is near. Dry 
buttermilk processing is active, parallel with regional butter churning. 
Inventories vary from plant to plant.  
 
F.O.B. WEST:  .8500 - .9800     MOSTLY:  .8900 - .9200 
 
 
 

DRY WHOLE MILK - NATIONAL 
 
Prices for national dry whole milk are unchanged on light trading. 
Demands from the bakery and confectionery sectors are active, but are 
expected to drop in the next few weeks. Dry whole milk processing is 
limited, as milk butterfat has been used to process other seasonal dairy 
products. Nevertheless, inventories are sufficient to cover contractual 
needs.  
 
F.O.B. PRODUCING PLANT:           1.2500 - 1.5500 
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